
COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC BOARD MEETING 
COUNCIL ROCK BOARD OF SCHOOL DIRECTORS 

March 31, 2016 

The Council Rock Board of School Directors met in public session on March 31, 2016 at the Chancellor 
Center, 30 N. Chancellor Street, Newtown, PA.  The following persons were in attendance: 

BOARD MEMBERS:  ADMINISTRATORS: 
Mr. Andy Block, President Dr. Robert Fraser, Superintendent  
Mr. Mark Byelich, Vice President Mr. Barry Desko, Director of Secondary Education 
Mrs. Denise Brooks  Dr. Charles Lambert, Director of Special Services 
Dr. Bill Foster  Mr. Joseph MacClay, Director of Elementary Education 
Mr. Jerold Grupp Mr. Robert Reinhart, Director of Finance and Treasurer 
Mrs. Kyle McKessy (arrived 7:35 p.m.) Mrs. M. Christine Trioli, Director of Human Resources 
Mr. Edward Tate Mr. Matthew Frederickson, Director of Information Technology 
Mrs. Wendi Thomas Mr. Doug Taylor, Director of Operational Services 
Dr. Michael Thorwart 

BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT: OTHERS:  Approximately 23 persons from the public, staff 
None  and press 

SECRETARY:  Ms. Kapua A. Rice SOLICITOR:  Robert Cox, Esq. 

Call to Order 
The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Mr. Block.  The meeting was recorded by the Council 
Rock School District and was broadcast “live” in all five municipalities. 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mr. Block asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance 

Superintendent’s Report 
Dr. Fraser stated that the 4th marking period begins one week from today.  He also noted that the last day 
of school and graduation date is Friday, June 10, 2016. 

Another milestone will be reached this evening.  The construction of a new middle school and renovation 
of another will reshape the school district from three middle schools to two.   

Lastly, the position of an Assistant Superintendent has been posted.  To date, 28 applications have been 
received.  Dr. Fraser expects the position will be filled on or before July 1st.  Furthermore, given the 
budget deficit for the 2016/17 school year, the Administrative head count will be not added.  This will 
allow the District to focus on teaching and learning.   

Public Comment  
Maureen Petrie, Richboro, PA, expressed her concern about the loss of Richboro Middle School.  
Students currently in 5th grade, who will be entering 8th grade when RMS closes, will be most impacted 
since they will be expected to attend two middle schools.  They will transition from RES to RMS (from 
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6th grade to 7th grade) and again (from 7th grade to 8th grade) when RMS is closed.  Students in the 
A.C.H.I.E.V.E. Program should also be included in the redistricting plans. 

Tina Gamble, Richboro, PA, stated that her child who is in 5th grade will be impacted by redistricting and 
asked that her child be grandfathered instead of having to attend two different middle schools.   

Discussion Item 
None 

Items for Board Approval 
• Approval of 2016 Graduation Date

Dr. Fraser noted that on June 10, 2016, graduation ceremonies at CRHS-North will begin at 3:00 p.m. and 
at 5:00 p.m. for CRHS-South.     

Upon motion duly made by Mrs. Brooks and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved the last day of 
the 2015-2016 school year and the Class of 2016 Graduation Date as Friday, June 10, 2016, by a vote of 9 
ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstain. 

• Middle Bucks Institute of Technology Budget Resolution

Mr. Reinhart presented a brief overview of Council Rock’s contribution to the General Fund.  The share 
for CRSD increased by 5.46% ($62,443.00).  An adjustment was made for the increase in the number of 
students attending.  The total share of operating expenses increased from 16.556% to 17.46% ($253,000). 

Upon motion duly made by Dr. Foster and seconded by Mr. Tate, the Board authorized the expenditures 
of the Middle Bucks Institute of Technology General Program for the period July 1, 2016 to June 30, 
2017, as set forth in the submitted Budget Proposal by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstains. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Directors of the Council Rock School 
District hereby authorized the expenditures of the Middle Bucks Institute of Technology General Program 
for the period July 1, 2016 to June 30, 2017, as set forth by the submitted Budget Proposal. 

• Council Rock North Choir Parents Association Donation
The Council Rock North Choir Parents Association requested to donate several items that will be used to 
benefit students both in the classroom and during performances. 

Mrs. Thomas moved to approve the Council Rock North Choir Parents Association Donation request for 
the purchase of a new Yamaha Clavinova with dolly and a new Yamaha TF5 mixing console, as well as a 
variety of wireless microphone system upgrades.  The total donation is valued at approximately $16,000, 
subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion. 

Hearing no objections, the Board approved said motion by unanimous consent. 
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Discussion: New Newtown Middle School Project and Holland Middle School Additions and 
Renovations Project 

Mr. Taylor stated that the bidding process was successful.  The District’s bidding process is governed by 
state law.  Bids are awarded to the least cost qualified bidder(s) meeting specifications.  Solicitor Cox 
confirmed that the prevailing threshold remains at $25,000.   

The construction costs for the New Newtown Middle School Project and Holland Middle School 
Additions and Renovations Project are approximately $5 million below budget.  Both schools will be 
LEED Gold certified (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).  Representatives from 
Schradergroup Architecture, LLC, D’Huy Engineering, Inc. and Breslin Ridyard Fadero Architects were 
in attendance. 

Mr. Taylor further advised that from a scheduling standpoint, the contracts and agreements with the 
townships need to be executed by April 20.  Actual mobilization will take place sometime in April/May.  
Both projects are expected to be completed by the summer of 2018 in time for students to attend middle 
school in August 2018.  Newtown Middle School will be demolished, followed by the completion of the 
athletic field, in 2018/2019.  The estimated useful life of the new middle school is 40-50 years.    

The challenge for the architects in renovating Holland Middle School is to create a new source of entry 
and dealing with pizza pie shaped classrooms.  New sections to be added at Holland Middle School 
include an auditorium, an auxiliary gymnasium, fitness room, additional classrooms, music rooms and a 
secured entrance.  There are drawings for 5-8 phases of construction to safely move students around the 
school premises.  CRSD will communicate with parents from NMS/HMS and from the Richboro/Holland 
area to explain how the students will be affected during the construction phases. 

An update on the construction of the Newtown Middle School and renovation of Holland Middle School 
which was presented to the Facilities Committee may be viewed on YouTube.  A virtual walkthrough of 
the new middle school and renovation of HMS may also be accessed on CRSD website.   

Mr. Byelich is impressed with the work being done on the middle school projects.  However, it would be 
premature to commit any funds to these projects without knowing what school the children will be 
attending.  He also informed Dr. Fraser and others about his desire to safely and adequately engage 
students from MBIT in the process.  This would be an excellent opportunity to get them involved and to 
obtain their input in the design phase.   

Mr. Grupp does not agree with some of the design elements in the school buildings.  When CRHS-South 
was built, students provided their input in terms of color choice, name of school, mascot, etc.  Graduates 
from CRSD would be a good resource since they would have a different perspective.   

Discussion ensued on issues raised about transitioning students currently in 5th grade.  Mrs. Brooks noted 
that the Board had previously committed to not splitting schools.  In essence if 5th graders are not 
grandfathered, these students would be split.  Mrs. Thomas feels that the Board should make a 
commitment to students in 5th grade and give them the option to choose which middle school they prefer 
to attend.  Consideration should also be given to finding ways to reduce student anxiety.       

Dr. Thorwart trusts that the Administration will come up with a reasonable plan. 
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• New Newtown Middle School New Construction Bid
Contract/Vendor/Award (contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and
insurance):

General Construction including alternate Nos. 2, 3, 7, 8, 8A, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 14 
Penn Builders, Inc. - $33,259,800.00 

Mr. Grupp moved to award the Bid for the New Newtown Middle School Project – General Construction 
to Penn Builders, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $33,259,800.00 including Alternate Nos. 2, 3, 7, 8, 8A, 
9, 10, 11, 12, and 14 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and subject 
to audit.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Mechanical Construction including Alternate Nos. 4B and 7 
Boro Developers, Inc. d/b/a Boro Construction - $4,866,000.00 

Mr. Grupp moved to award the Bid for the New Newtown Middle School Project – Mechanical 
Construction to Boro Developers, Inc. d/b/a Boro Construction at a total cost not-to-exceed $4,866,000.00 
including Alternate Nos. 4B and 7 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and 
insurance, and subject to audit.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Electrical Construction including Alternate Nos. 6, 7, and 13 
Brendan Stanton, Inc. d/b/a BSI Electrical Contractors - $5,571,000.00 

Mr. Grupp moved to award the Bid for the New Newtown Middle School Project – Electrical 
Construction to Brendan Stanton, Inc. d/b/a BSI Electrical Contractors at a total cost not-to-exceed 
$5,571,000.00 including Alternate Nos. 6, 7, and 13 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of 
bonds and insurance, and subject to audit.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Plumbing Construction including Alternate No. 7 
Apex Plumbing and Heating, Inc. - $2,382,000.00 

Mr. Grupp moved to award the Bid for the New Newtown Middle School Project – Plumbing 
Construction to Apex Plumbing and Heating, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $2,382,000.00 including 
Alternate No. 7 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and subject to 
audit.  Dr. Foster seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Environmental Abatement 
Plymouth Environmental Company, Inc. - $219,450.00 

Mr. Grupp moved to award the Bid for the New Newtown Middle School Project – Environmental 
Abatement to Plymouth Environmental Company, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $219,450.00 



Unofficial 

Minutes 2016_03_31 5 

contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and subject to audit.  Dr. Foster 
seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Total Construction Costs Not to Exceed $46,298,250.00, subject to audit. 

• PlanCon Documents - Part F, Attachment C, Part G and Part H for the New Newtown Middle
School Project

Mr. Byelich does not support the construction of New Newtown Middle School and renovation of 
Holland Middle School; however, he will approve PlanCon Part F, Attachment C, Part G and Part H to 
continue the process for reimbursement of these projects.   

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Tate and seconded by Dr. Foster, the Board approved PlanCon Part F, 
Attachment C, Part G and Part H for the New Newtown Middle School Project by a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays 
and 0 abstains.     

• Professional Service Agreements for the New Newtown Middle School Project

Mr. Taylor reported that these costs for construction testing and waste management are part of the soft 
costs, not the construction costs.  The total project cost w/ACE Grant for the New Newtown Middle 
School Project is $52,902,552.00 ($2.2M contingency).  The cost for demolition is included in the Actual 
Bid Total ($46,298,250).   

Construction Testing to David Blackmore and Associates, Inc. 

Mrs. McKessy moved to award the Professional Services Agreement for Construction Testing to David 
Blackmore and Associates, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $100,000.00 for the New Newtown Middle 
School Project subject to audit.  Mr. Tate seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Construction Waste Management to Revolution Recovery, LLC 

Mrs. McKessy moved to award the Professional Services Agreement for Construction Waste 
Management to Revolution Recovery, LLC, at a total cost not-to-exceed $150,000.00 for the New 
Newtown Middle School Project subject to audit.  Mr. Tate seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

• Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Bid

General Construction including Alternate Nos. 2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 11A and 12 
Lobar, Inc. - $27,876,200.00 

Mr. Byelich moved to award the Bid for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project – 
General Construction to Lobar, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $27,876,200.00 including Alternate Nos. 
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2, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 11A and 12 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, 
and subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against.  

Mechanical Construction including Alternate No. 3B 
MBR Construction Services, Inc. - $4,808,000.00 

Mr. Byelich moved to award the Bid for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project – 
Mechanical Construction to MBR Construction Services, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $4,808,000.00 
including Alternate No. 3B contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and 
subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Electrical Construction including Alternate Nos. 5B and 14 
Brendan Stanton, Inc. d/b/a BSI Electrical Contractors- $5,499,800.00 

Mr. Byelich moved to award the Bid for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project – 
Electrical Construction to Brendan Stanton, Inc. d/b/a BSI Electrical Contractors at a total cost not-to-
exceed $5,499,800.00 including Alternate Nos. 5B and 14 contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, 
approval of bonds and insurance, and subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.   

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Plumbing Construction 
Jay R. Reynolds, Inc. - $2,464,400.00 

Mr. Byelich moved to award the Bid for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project – 
Plumbing Construction to Jay R. Reynolds, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $2,464,400.00 contingent 
upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp seconded 
the motion.   

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Environmental Abatement 
Sargent Enterprises, Inc. - $179,000.00 

Mr. Byelich moved to award the Bid for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project – 
Environmental Abatement to Sargent Enterprises, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $179,000.00 
contingent upon all PlanCon approvals, approval of bonds and insurance, and subject to audit.  Mr. Grupp 
seconded the motion.   

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

Total Construction Cost “Not to Exceed” $40,827,400.00.  The total project cost with the ACE Grant 
for the Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project is $47,915,508 ($2.5 million 
contingency).   
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• PlanCon Documents for Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project

Mr. Byelich does not support the construction of New Newtown Middle School and renovation of 
Holland Middle School; however, he will approve PlanCon Part F, Attachment C, Part G and Part H to 
continue the process for reimbursement of these projects.   

Upon motion duly made by Mrs. Thomas and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved PlanCon Part 
F, Attachment C, Part G and Part H for the Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project by 
a vote of 9 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstains. 

• Professional Service Agreement for the Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations
Project

Dr. Thorwart moved to award the Professional Services Agreement for Construction Testing to David 
Blackmore and Associates, Inc. at a total cost not-to-exceed $100,000.00 for the Holland Middle School 
Additions and Renovations Project subject to audit.  Mrs. Brooks seconded the motion. 

The Board approved said motion by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Mr. Byelich voted against. 

• Approval of Bids
o Technology Education Supply Bid #16-01

Description:  Supplies for Technology Education for the 2016-2017 School Year
Vendor(s)/Award(s):  Thirteen (#13) Vendors as listed on the Total Low Acceptable Bid
Column/Total Awards $22,384.57

After discussion, upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board 
awarded the Technology Education Supply Bid #16-01 to the thirteen (#13) vendors as listed on the Total 
Low Acceptable Bid Column at a total cost not to exceed $22,384.57, subject to audit, by a vote of 7 ayes, 
2 nays, 0 abstains.  Messrs. Grupp and Thorwart voted against. 

o Science Supply Bid #16-02
Description:  Supplies for Science Education for 2016-2017 School Year
Vendor(s)/Award(s):  Twelve (#12) Vendors as listed on the Total Low Acceptable Bid
Column/Total Awards $28,439.60

Upon motion duly made by Mrs. McKessy and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board awarded the Science 
Supply Bid #16-02 to the twelve (#12) vendors listed on the Total Low Acceptable Bid Column at a total 
cost not to exceed $28,439.60, subject to audit, by a vote of 7 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstains.  Messrs. Grupp and 
Thorwart voted against.  

• Board Policies
Discussion ensued on changes in the Board’s procedures or policies requiring a first reading and second 
reading, except for minor editorial revisions.  Mr. Tate indicated that four (4) policies were discussed in 
Committee, two of which are required by state law.   He would like to move forward without a second 
reading and have the Board consider Policy No. 806 Operations – Child/Student Abuse and Policy No. 
819 Operations – Youth Suicide Awareness, Prevention and Response.  Changes to these policies are 
required by state law.   
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After discussion, it was recommended that the Policy Committee revisit its procedures and 
responsibilities for updating the policies for Board approval.  Mr. Tate agreed that the Board should 
revisit how it reviews and revises its policies (1st and 2nd readings).  Changes could be done more 
efficiently online and can be explored further in Committee.  There are approximately 300 policies that 
the Committee will review/update with the help of the PSBA.  The next Policy Committee meeting will 
be open to the public. 
 

o Policy No. 218.7 Pupils / Tobacco Use 
 
Mr. Tate moved to approve Policy No 218.7 Pupils / Tobacco Use and Mr. Grupp seconded the motion.   
 
Discussion ensued on the use of tobacco, a vaping device and paying a fine of $50.00 for the first offense.  
Solicitor Cox advised that in accordance with 18 Pa. C.S.A. Sec. 6306.1, a student may pay a fine of not 
more than $50.00.   A vaping device, including items mentioned in this policy and the statute, can be used 
for non-tobacco products or nicotine free products. In theory other substances may be smoked from a 
pipe.  The statute still allows a school district to take possession of that item.  He doesn’t think this is a 
case where a student has a fundamental constitutional right to be in possession of a vaping device.  
Absent that kind of a constitutional right, the school district is free to create reasonable rules and 
regulations.  If a court were to review the language, the court would allow the school district to prohibit 
those items.  No one would be able to establish a due process violation because the Board decided to 
approve the policy on an expedited basis.  He further advised that only a matter that is covered by the 
statute can be referred to the Magisterial District Justice.  
 
The motion to approve Policy No. 218.7 Pupils / Tobacco Use failed by a vote of 4 ayes, 5 nays, 0 
abstains.  Mmes. Brooks, McKessy, Messrs. Byelich, Foster and Grupp voted against. 
 
Solicitor Cox indicated that there is some urgency to approve Policy No. 806 and Policy No 819 due to 
changes in the state law. 
   

o Policy No. 806 Operations / Child/Student Abuse 
 
Solicitor Cox advised that the statute does not require training for volunteers; however, training is 
included in the policy in the interest of “best practice.”  It was noted that background checks for 
volunteers are required. 
 
After discussion, Mr. Tate moved to approve Policy No. 806 Operations / Child/Student Abuse and Mr. 
Grupp seconded the motion.   
 
The Board approved said motion by a vote of 6 ayes, 3 nays, 0 abstains.  Mrs. Brooks, Messrs. Byelich 
and Foster voted against. 

 
o Policy No. 819 Operations / Youth Suicide Awareness, Prevention, and Response 

 
Policy No. 819 meets the requirements of the statute and sets the baseline e.g.  four (4) hours of training 
in youth suicide awareness and prevention every five (5) years for professional educators in school 
buildings serving students in grades six through twelve.  This is not a disciplinary policy.  Dr. Foster 
mentioned that the Policy Committee reviewed this policy on January 16, 2016 and spoke with the 
solicitor in February, who, in turn, advised that the Board would need to approve the policy sometime 
during the school year.   
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After discussion, upon motion duly made by Mr. Tate and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved 
Board Policy No. 819 Operations-Youth Suicide Awareness, Prevention, and Response, by a vote of 7 
ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstains.  Mrs. Brooks and Dr. Foster voted against. 

o Policy No. 819 Operations / Records Management renumbered to Policy No. 800

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Tate and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved to renumber Board 
Policy No. 819 Operations – Records Management to Policy No. 800 Operations – Records Management 
by a vote of 7 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstains.  Mrs. Brooks and Dr. Foster voted against. 

o Policy No. 821 Operations / Suicide - Eliminate

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Tate and seconded by Mr. Grupp, the Board approved to eliminate Board 
Policy No. 821 Operations – Suicide by a vote of 7 ayes, 2 nays, 0 abstains.  Mrs. Brooks and Dr. Foster 
voted against. 

o Policy No. 802 Operations / School Organization - Eliminate

Mr. Grupp recommended that Policy No. 802 be eliminated given that it serves little or no useful purpose.  
Solicitor Cox noted that the District is not required to have Policy No. 802.    

Upon motion duly made by Mr. Grupp and seconded by Mr. Byelich, the Board approved to eliminate 
Policy No. 802 Operations / School Organization by a vote of 8 ayes, 1 nay, 0 abstains.  Dr. Foster voted 
against.  

Mr. Block commended Mr. Tate for his work. 

• Personnel Actions
All candidates are, in the judgment of the Administration, qualified for the position for which they are 
being recommended. 

Upon motion duly made by Mrs. Brooks and seconded by Mrs. McKessy, the Board approved the 
Personnel Actions attached hereto as Appendix A and by this reference incorporated as if set forth in full 
herein by a vote of 8 ayes, 0 nay, 1 abstain.  Mr. Grupp abstained. 

• Solicitor’s Report

Mr. Cox reported that the Board met in executive session on March 30, 2016 on a potential litigation 
matter. 

Board Items 
• Old Business

None 

• New Business:
Mrs. Thomas offered to organize a committee for naming the middle schools.  Members of the 
community, including the kids, could participate on the committee.  She will update the Board at its next 
meeting.     
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o Mrs. Brooks referred to Policy No. 701.1, Property / Naming School District Facilities and 
suggested that the policy serve as a guideline for the committee.  She also wondered whether 
the Committee should wait and begin the process in the Fall.   

o Mr. Taylor will review the schedule for completion of these projects to determine when the 
District will need that information. 

 
Mr. Grupp took exception to how the reduced lunch program was being handled.  Mr. Reinhart noted that 
members from Chartwell will be at the next Finance Committee to discuss the operations of how the 
program is being handled.      
 
Dr. Foster wondered whether the Board would be willing to meet once a month to consider Board 
business and have a second meeting to review other business e.g. naming of schools, work sessions, 
policy review, etc.  The Board for the Centennial School District meets once a month.  He would like to 
move in that direction.  Mr. Grupp noted that the Board, at one time, did have an agenda meeting and the 
second meeting was a discussion meeting.   
 
Committee Reports 
Academic Standards Committee:  Mrs. Brooks reported that the Committee had an exceptional meeting 
this evening.  A PowerPoint presentation on Special Services and the L.I.N.C.S. program was presented.  
She thanked the staff members and advised that the Committee meeting is available for viewing on 
YouTube.  The next meeting is scheduled to be held on Thursday, May 5, 2016, at 6 p.m.  The Committee 
will conduct its annual review of textbooks and will receive an update on World Languages.  Matters to 
be discussed in June will be reported in April, subject to change.   
 
Facilities Committee:  Mr. Grupp did not have anything to report since he was away on business.  The 
next meeting is scheduled to be held on Wednesday, April 20, 2016. 
 
Finance Committee:  Mrs. Thomas reported that the next meeting is scheduled to be held on Thursday, 
April 14, 2016.   
 
Policy Committee:  There is nothing to report other than what was discussed at the Board meeting. 
 
MBIT Representative:  Dr. Foster did not have anything new to report.  The next meeting is scheduled to 
be held on Monday, April 11, 2016.   
 
Bucks County Intermediate Unit No. 22 Representative:  Mrs. McKessy did not have anything new to 
report.  The next meeting is scheduled to be held on Tuesday, April 19, 2016. 
 
Council Rock Education Foundation: 
Mr. Byelich reported that Raising Great Kids Speaker Series “Instagram and Snapchat for Parents” will 
be held on Tuesday, April 5, 2016, 7 p.m. at Newtown Middle School.  An expert from NOVA (Network 
of Victim Assistance) on social media education and high school students will be present.  Anyone can 
register for this event at creducationfoundation.org.  On May 4, 2016, 7 p.m., at Newtown Middle School, 
Matt Bellace, Ph.D., will present The Natural High – a program about substance abuse prevention. 
 
Public Comment 
Nancy Carroll, Newtown, PA, thanked Dr. Fraser for including the project costs on the meeting agenda.    
She was glad that Holland Middle School and Newtown Middle School are being addressed at the same 
time.  Since 2002, the enrollment at CRHS North declined by 412 students and CRHS South gained 170 
students.  It was also noted that there are 16 more teaching stations at CRHS North.  She distributed a 
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copy of her findings to the Board with regard to the number of students enrolled over time at CRHS North 
and CRHS South.     

Steve McGill, Holland, PA, congratulated the Board on approving the New Newtown Middle School 
Project and Holland Middle School Additions and Renovations Project.  He has full confidence in Doug 
Taylor and his team.  The Board needs to be flexible in terms of which grades go to which levels and the 
sending areas.  Balance does not necessarily mean 50/50.  Furthermore, fifth graders will experience the 
most change and the Board needs to be sensitive to that in bringing students together.  The Board may 
also find itself in a conundrum as they try to come up with a name for each of the middle schools. He was 
not in favor of naming the high schools CRHS-North and CRHS-South.  Before CRHS-South, the high 
school was simply known as Council Rock High School.    

Board Comment 
Mr. Byelich appreciates the Board’s discussion on the policies and thanked Mr. Tate for his time and 
effort.   

Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:35 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Kapua A. Rice 
Secretary to the Board of School Directors 
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COUNCIL ROCK SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Bucks County, Pennsylvania 

PERSONNEL ACTIONS 

March 31, 2016 

SUPPORT STAFF 

A.       Change of Assignment  

1. Name: Monica McLaughlin 
From Position: Confidential Secretary, Business Office 

To Position: Receptionist, Chancellor Center 

Compensation: No Change 

Effective: May 2, 2016 

Appendix A
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